
The Mountain 
 
There were two warring tribes in the Andes, one that lived in the lowlands and 
the other high in the mountains.  The mountain people invaded the lowlanders 
one day and as part of their plundering of the people, they kidnapped  a baby of 
one of the lowlander families and took the infant with them back to the 
mountains. 
 
The lowlanders didn't know how to climb the mountain.  They didn't know any of 
the trails that the mountain people used, and they didn't know where to find the 
mountain people or how to track them in the steep terrain. 
 
Even so, they sent out their best party of fighting men to climb the mountain and 
bring the baby home. 
The men tried first one method of climbing and then another.  They tried one trail 
and then another.  After several days of effort, however they had only climbed a 
couple of hundred feet. 
Feeling hopeless and helpless, the lowlander men decided the cause was lost, 
and they prepared to return to their village below. 
 
As they were packing their gear for the descent, they saw the baby's mother 
walking toward them.  They realized that she was coming down the mountain 
that they hadn't figured out how to climb.  
And then they saw that she had the baby strapped to her back.  ...How could that 
be?? 
 
One man greeted her and said, "We couldn't climb this mountain.  How did you 
do this when we, the strongest and most able men in the village, couldn't do it?" 
 
She shrugged her shoulders and said "it wasn't your baby" 
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Power  
 
That's a great story. It can have many meanings depending on who is telling it, 
and how it affects you when you hear it. It's been told and retold in Sermons all 
over the planet. Different meanings to different people, but this is how it applies 
here.  
 
What it shows to me, for the purposes of this posting, is: The Power of Love. 
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Love is stronger than Anger. Anger may get you on your feet, but it also defeats 
you. It clouds your thinking and you get angrier, more confused, and whatever 
you are trying to accomplish/achieve, will elude you because you are angry. Like 
those men who were unable to find a way up the mountain, despite their courage, 
their strength and their determination... their anger got in their way.  
 
It was the Mother of the child, motivated purely by the love of her child, that found 
a way to rescue her child. Her mind was not clouded by anger. She was driven 
by the love of that child to find a way, and she did.  
 
There is nothing more powerful in this world, than Love. Doing what you do for 
love is more powerful of a motivator than all the anger and all the money in the 
world.  Love can accomplish that which seems impossible to those who are 
merely angry.  
 
Nothing Done In Anger Is Ever Done Well 
 
Grandmother whispered that one to me, long time ago. I was a hotheaded kid 
back in the day. Righteous Indignation was my battle cry and Fury is how I 
moved. I hit a lot of walls back then. I have since learned to leave Fury behind 
and climb a few walls, use the currents of the winds and waters to guide me.   
They are stronger and more powerful than ever I could be.  
 
The men of the Lowlands were guided by unchannelled anger. Their anger and 
indignation, their 'wounded egos', blinded them to the trails and means by which 
they could have climbed that mountain.   
 
But the mother was guided by something more powerful than Anger, Indignation 
and Ego. She was guided by Love.  
 
Love is the most powerful connection we can have to one another in this world. 
Towards family, our friends, our fellow Human Beings.  Love will show us the way 
and Love will make us stronger than we ever thought we could be and we will 
succeed more and more quickly if we act with Love than if we indulge in self-pity, 
self-aggrandizement, wounded ego anger.  
 
We have to look at each of these children as if they are our child.  We have to be 
willing to overcome the obstacles of ignorance, stereo-typing, apathy, contempt 
and misunderstanding, if we are ever going to make any of those children safe. 
Or for that matter, any of OUR OWN children safe.  
 
Once you see the connection, once you feel the connection-- nothing can stop 
you. Nothing can stop US.  
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If you want this done right, do it with Love for those children, and don't stop 
working, looking, demanding accountability until those children are safe and you 
know it.  Make this about them.  By doing that, whatever you do, will succeed, 
because it's your child.  
 
Sovereignty and the Myth of Helplessness 
 
Sovereignty can only protect tribes or their members from investigations or 
prosecution from other Local, State, Federal Laws, where the Tribes have, 
individually or collectively, made a law of their own that allows them more rights 
or different rights. Period. That was the intent behind Sovereignty from the start 
and it remains the foundation of it today.  
 
Unless each and every tribe has voted to make embezzlement, corruption, rape, 
child-rape, incest, assault and intimidation a "Right", unless they have that on the 
books, Sovereignty does not apply. Period.  
 
Any State, Local or Federal Official who refuses to investigate or indict, any 
Justice System that fails to convict anyone for breaking those laws, is corrupt. 
Period.  
 
Any government that refuses to be held accountable for allowing those crimes 
and others, under the auspices of "Sovereignty" is a corrupt government.  
 
What that means, Dear Readers, is this: If Corruption, abuse, assault, rape, 
incest, murder, extortion, blackmail are not investigated and prosecuted, that 
Tribe is corrupt. So are the Government Agencies who refuse to step in and 
investigate, prosecute those same individuals and their tribal leadership.  
 
You thought that all this time this blog was about corruption in Indian Country? 
Whom do you think runs it? Whom do you think profits from it?  
 
We are ALL Connected. This is OUR Baby.  
 
Unless we are fully prepared to tolerate this in our own communities, we must not 
allow our government to tolerate it in any community. Period.  
 
It is not, as so many would like to say, "Government inefficiency" or 'wasteful 
government', or any of the other stereo-typed myths that make us think we 
cannot make our government work for us, work for the general good and safe-
keeping, work for our best interests. Rather, it is clearly that too many 
government agencies have become, over decades of unaccountability, corrupt.  
 
All this has festered in Indian Country for over 200 years. Now, at our doorsteps, 
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on our streets, locked behind our own doors, we can see it.  Now that we can see 
it, we should know what we are looking at.  
 
All this failure, all this trash, all these broken Human Beings, all this wreckage 
and despair-- this is what corruption brings.  And we have tolerated it for too long. 
We have believed, without question, every lie we are told as if equal to every 
truth we are told. This is what that brings us. This is OUR Doing. This is ours to 
fix.  
 
Our Baby 
 
We cannot fix 'them' unless we at the same time, realize that we have to fix 'US'.  
By demanding better for them, we are by default, making things better for each of 
us. By finding and cleaning out the corruption there, we will see that it leads to 
other places, and we will keep sweeping, digging, sweeping some more, until we 
get it all... and that will make us all living in a better country.  This is not just 
happening to them, it's being done to them. WE are allowing it if we fail to act.  If 
we allow it to continue, it comes, as all things eventually do, to our doorstep.  
 
In many ways, it is already here. We have been looking right at it but not knowing 
what we are seeing. Now, we can see it all differently-- more clearly, without the 
clouds of ignorance, anger and intolerance clouding our vision.   
 
We can NEVER look away again. Ever. Any of us. Ever.  This is why we have to 
work together.  It isn't just them, it's all of us. This is OUR Baby. All of us. We 
cannot unsee these horrors. We cannot close our eyes and pretend there is 
nothing we can do. We can never think again, about 'them versus us' or 'that's 
those people'. This is US. All of US. As battered and beaten down as we may 
look; as hateful and intolerant as we have been, we all suffer the same if we don't 
find a way to work together.  This is US.  If we fail to connect, to unite, to care 
and to love, we fail ourselves, our children, our grandchildren-- our Babies.  
 
We need government to be accountable. We need it to be efficient. We don't 
need government to be smaller, we need it to be clean.  We need to hold those 
who are in positions of law, law making, law enforcement; those in position of 
policy making, and leadership-- accountable.    
 
We need government that will protect us ALL from the corrupt, rather than a 
government that protects the Corrupt from Consequences of their actions.   
 
It starts here, where we can see it the clearest. It moves on into darker places 
and higher, to people we thought were pillars of integrity, but who were, in fact, 
feeding off the broken spirits of our children and spitting their bones at our feet; 
spitting laughing in our faces. 
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We will find the strength to look, and to see what we don't want to see. We will 
find that strength in the love we have for Our Baby.  
 
This is our country. This is Our Baby, and We need to take it back. We need to 
learn to see one another, regardless of who we are, where we came from, where 
we live; we need to see each other as Human Beings, no enemies. We need to 
realize how much stronger and how much more power we will have if we learn to 
love our Fellow Human Beings as we love ourselves.  Love will make us 
stronger.  
 
We cannot assume how anyone got the way they are. We can hold criminals 
accountable for criminal behavior/actions and crimes. We don't have to hate 
them. We don't even have to be angry at them. We just have to love them, as 
Human Beings, and find a way to end the cycles of corruption and abuse.  We 
can do that if we are not blinded by Hate, Anger, Ignorance and Wounded Egos.  
 
It's a process. It's easier said than done, but it is the only way we can, in our 
lifetime, begin to end the cycles of horror and Human Wreckage both on the Rez, 
and in our own communities.  
 
Follow and support those who do what they do for the love of Fellow Human 
Beings, rather than the condemnation of Human Beings or groups of Human 
Beings.  Those who bring Hate and Mistrust, weaken you, blind you, and keep 
you in fear. Those who bring the Love, bring a force so powerful, nothing in this 
world can defeat it.  
 
We still have a mountain to climb. That's our Baby up there. The time is now.  
 
You know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 


